
GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
A Service of Morning Prayer 
Sunday – March 29, 2020 

 
 
OPENING HYMN: Praise to God, Immortal Praise  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES FOR LENT 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  -Matthew 3:2 
 

Turn your face from my sins, and blot out all my misdeeds. -Psalm 51:9 
 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.  -Mark 8:34 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
DEARLY beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many sins and 
offenses, not concealing them from our heavenly Father, but confessing them 
with humble and obedient hearts that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. We ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 
before Almighty God, but especially when we come together in his presence to 
give thanks for the great benefits we have received at his hands, to declare his 
most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things which are necessary for our life and our salvation. 
Therefore, draw near with me to the throne of heavenly grace [meekly kneeling 
upon your knees].   
 
 

 

GENERAL CONFESSION, said by all, kneeling.   

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
   and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
   and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises  
    declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
    that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
    to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION, said by a minister, standing,  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
Versicle.    Lord, open our lips. 
Response.     And we shall declare your praise. 
Versicle.   Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Response.     As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever.  
Versicle.   Let us praise the Lord. 
Response.    The Name of the Lord be praised. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

THE VENITE 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the depths of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts *  
    as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness, 
When your fathers tested me, * 
    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my works.  
Forty years long was I grieved with this generation and said, * 
    “It is a people that err in their hearts, for they have not known my ways,” 
Of whom I swore in my wrath * 
    that they should not enter into my rest. 
 

 
 

PSALM 130 

Out of the deep have I called unto you, O Lord; *  
    Lord, hear my voice. 
O let your ears consider well * 
    the voice of my supplications. 
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, *  
    O Lord, who could abide it? 
For there is mercy with you; * 
    therefore you shall be feared. 
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
    in his word is my trust. 
My soul waits for the Lord, * 
    more than watchmen for the morning,  
    more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, *  
    and with him is plenteous redemption; 
And he shall redeem Israel * 
    from all their sins. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 (ESV)       
 

      Reader.   A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel. 
 

 he hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.”                  

         7 So I prophesied as I was comm-anded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied  
as he command-ed me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, an exceedingly great army. 
           11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut 
off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open 
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the 
land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 
raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 
 
   Reader.  The Word of the Lord. 
   People.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
CANTICLE - THE SONG OF THE THREE YOUNG MEN  
Blessed are you, Lord God of our fathers: * 
    praised and highly exalted for ever.  
Blessed is your glorious holy Name: * 
    praised and highly exalted for ever.  
Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory: * 
    praised and highly exalted for ever.  
Blessed are you who sits upon cherubim and who looks into the depths: * 
    praised and highly exalted for ever.  
Blessed are you on the glorious throne of your kingdom: * 
    praised and highly exalted for ever.  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

T 



 

THE SECOND LESSON:  John 11:17-44 (ESV)    
    

     Reader.   A reading from the Gospel of John.  
  
hen Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the 
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  24 Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrect-ion on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 
             28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose 
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in 
the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there.  32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and 
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
           38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had 
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
   Reader.  The Word of the Lord. 
   People.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTICLE - PSALM 95 
O be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;*   
    serve the Lord with gladness, 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
Be assured that the Lord, he is God;* 
    it is he that has made us, and not we ourselves;  
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,*  
    and into his courts with praise;  
    be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.  
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting, * 
    and his truth endures from generation to generation. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE SERMON    The Rev’d Ethan Magness, Rector  
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended to the dead.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

W 



 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Officiant.    The Lord be with you. 
Answer.       And with your spirit. 
Officiant.    Let us pray. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER, said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 Officiant O Lord, show your mercy upon us;  
 People And grant us your salvation. 
 Officiant O Lord, guide those who govern us; 
 People And lead us in the way of justice and truth.  
 Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 People And let your people sing with joy.  
 Officiant O Lord, save your people;  
 People And bless your inheritance.  
 Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 People And defend us by your mighty power.  
 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People And take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

COLLECT FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
ALMIGHTY God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of this world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
FOR THOSE WE LOVE 
ALMIGHTY God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never failing care and 
love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better 
things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

FOR DELIVERANCE FROM PERIL 
ALMIGHTY God, our strong tower of defense in time of trouble: We offer you 
praise and heartfelt thanks for our deliverance from the dangers which lately 
surrounded us. We confess that your goodness alone has preserved us; and we ask you 
still to continue your mercies toward us, that we may always know and acknowledge 
you as our Savior and mighty Deliverer; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

FOR THE MEDICAL PROFESSIONS 
ALMIGHTY God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, and 
healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: Continue in our 
hospitals his gracious work among us; console and heal the sick; grant to the 
physicians, nurses, and assisting staff wisdom and skill, diligence and patience; 
prosper their work, O Lord, and send down your blessing upon all who serve the 
suffering; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
FOR THE ELDERLY 
LOOK with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose increasing years bring them 
weakness, distress, or isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give 
them understanding helpers, and the willingness to accept help; and as their strength 
diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of your love; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO INFORM PUBLIC OPINION 
ALMIGHTY God, your truth endures from age to age: Direct in our time, we pray, 
those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may speak 
your truth to make the heart of this people wise, its mind discerning, and its will 
righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
FOR ENDURANCE  
ALMIGHTY God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the Cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
 
FOR MISSION 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone works great marvels: Send down upon 
our clergy and the congregations committed to their charge the life-giving Spirit of 
your grace, shower them with the continual dew of your blessing, and ignite in them 
a zealous love of your Gospel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Free intercessions may be offered here. 
 
 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
O LORD our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people. In the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.   
 
 



 

OFFICE HYMN: Lord of All Hopefulness                   Words: Struther  Tune: Slane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING, said by all. 
ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom 
you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 
giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, said by the officiant.    
ALMIGHTY God, you have given us grace to bring before you with one accord 
our common supplications, and you promise that when two or three are gathered 
together in your name you will grant their requests; fulfill now, Lord, the desires 
and petitions of your servants, as may be best for us, granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  And Can it Be That I Should Gain        Words:  Wesley, 1739  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE CLOSING SENTENCE  
THE GRACE of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

 


