
 

GRACE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
A SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER – November 29, 2020  

 
 
 

 
Opening Hymn:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel  and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here   until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel   shall come to thee, O Israel 
  

2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free   thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save  and give them victory o’er the grave 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  shall come to thee, o Israel 
  

3. O come, Thou Day-Spring come and cheer  our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  shall come to thee, o Israel 
  

4. O come, Thou Key of David, come  and open wide our heavenly home 
Make safe the way that leads on high  and close the path to misery 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel  shall come to thee, o Israel 
  
 
 
OPENING SENTENCE 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.  -ISAIAH 40:3 
 
 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
DEARLY beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many sins and 
offenses, not concealing them from our heavenly Father, but confessing them with 
humble and obedient hearts that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness 
and mercy. We ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before Almighty 
God, but especially when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the 
great benefits we have received at his hands, to declare his most worthy praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things 
which are necessary for our life and our salvation. Therefore, draw near with me to 
the throne of heavenly grace [meekly kneeling upon your knees].   
 
 
 
 

GENERAL CONFESSION, said by all, kneeling.   

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
   and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
   and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises  
    declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
    that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
    to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION, said by a minister, standing,  
THE ALMIGHTY and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Versicle.    Lord, open our lips. 
Response.     And we shall declare your praise. 
Versicle.   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Response.     As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever.  
Versicle.   Let us praise the Lord. 
Response.    The Name of the Lord be praised. 

 
 
THE VENITE 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the depths of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

 



 

PSALM 80:1-7 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that lead Joseph like a sheep; 
    show yourself also, you that sit upon the cherubim. 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,  
    stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us again, O God;  
    show the light of your countenance, and we shall be whole. 
O Lord God of hosts,  
   how long will you be angry with your people that pray? 
You feed them with the bread of tears *  
    and give them plenteous tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
   and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us again, O God of hosts;  
   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be whole. 
 
 
 
 
THE FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 64:1-9 (ESV) 
 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,  that the mountains might quake at 
your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make 
your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. 4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has 
seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyfully 
works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we 
sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6 We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade 
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon 
your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not so terribly 
angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. 
  
   Reader.  The Word of the Lord. 
   People.   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTICLE-  SEEK THE LORD (Isaiah 55) 
Seek the LORD while he wills to be found;  
    call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways  
    and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the LORD, and he will have compassion,  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
    nor your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,   
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens   
    and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth,  
    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  
    it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed,  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SECOND LESSON:  Mark 13:24-37 (ESV)       
 
“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
           28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
            32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know 
when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 
the evening, or at midnight, or  when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come 
suddenly and find you asleep.  37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 
   Reader.  The Word of the Lord. 
   People.   Thanks be to God. 



 

CANTICLE – A SONG OF THE REDEEMED 
O ruler of the universe, Lord God,  
   great deeds are they that you have done, 
   surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, 
   O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,  
   and sing the praises of your Name?  
   For you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you,  
   because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE SERMON    The Rev’d Ethan Magness    
 
 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended to the dead.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Officiant.    The Lord be with you. 
Answer.       And with your spirit. 
Officiant.    Let us pray. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER, said by all. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 Officiant O Lord, show your mercy upon us;  
 People And grant us your salvation. 
 Officiant O Lord, guide those who govern us; 
 People And lead us in the way of justice and truth.  
 Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 People And let your people sing with joy.  
 Officiant O Lord, save your people;  
 People And bless your inheritance.  
 Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 People And defend us by your mighty power.  
 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People And take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were 
cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that 
all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

FOR THE PEACE OF THE WHOLE WORLD 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, 
no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all 
peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace; to whom be dominion and 

glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
FOR CIVIL AUTHORITIES 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, send down on those who hold public office the spirit of 
wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may faithfully serve in their 
offices to promote the well being of all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
IN TIMES OF SOCIAL DISTRESS 
Increase, O God, the spirit of neighborliness among us, that in peril we may uphold one 
another, in suffering tend to one another, and in homelessness, loneliness, or exile befriend 
one another. Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we may strengthen one another, until 
the disciplines and testing of these days are ended, and you again give peace in our time; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Free intercessions may be offered here. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
ALMIGHTY GOD, you have promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in the Name 
of your Son: Mercifully incline your ear to us as we make our prayers and supplications to 
you; and grant that what we ask faithfully, according to your will, we may obtain effectually, 
for the relief of our necessities and the setting forth of your glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

  
 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING, said by all. 
ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ;  for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give 
us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, said by the officiant.    
ALMIGHTY God, you have given us grace to bring before you with one accord our 
common supplications, and you promise that when two or three are gathered 
together in your name you will grant their requests; fulfill now, Lord, the desires and 
petitions of your servants, as may be best for us, granting us in this world knowledge 
of your truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  Hills of the North                     Words: Oakley, 1870 Tune: Darwall’s 148th  

 
1. Hills of the North, rejoice; river and mountain spring, 
Hark to the Advent voice; valley and lowland, sing! 
Though absent long, your Lord is nigh; 
His judgment brings the victory. 
 
2. Isles of the southern seas, deep in your coral caves 
Pent be each warring breeze, lulled be your restless waves: 
He comes to reign with boundless sway, 
He makes your lands His great highway. 
 
3. Lands of the ancient East, now set your children free. 
The sleep of ages break, you rise to liberty! 
On your far hills, long cold and gray, 
Has dawned the everlasting day. 
 
4. Shores of the utmost West, ye that have suffered long, 
Abandon your distress, break forth in swelling song; 
Raise high the strain that Jesus Christ  
The crucified forever reigns!   
 
5. Shout, while ye journey home; songs spring from every mouth; 
Lo, from the North we come, from East, and West, and South. 
City of God, the bond are free 
We run with joy to dwell in thee!  
 
 
Officiant.  Let us go forth in the peace of Christ.   
People.     Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING SENTENCE  
THE GRACE of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 


