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GRACE NOTES – August 14 
 
 

 

TRINITY SEASON. We are in the midst of 
Trinity Season (sometimes called ‘Ordinary 
Time’) until Advent. During this season, we 
recall major events in the life of Jesus and the 
experience of the early Christian Church. 
The liturgical color is ‘green’ – connotating 
growth – during this season because we grow 
as we are rooted in the ‘old, old story.’   
 
THE REV’D CHAD LAWRENCE is 
officially joining the staff of Grace Anglican 
Church today.  Chad will serve in a half-time 
capacity here at Grace, assisting in the Word 
and Sacrament ministry, as well as focusing 
on raising-up and overseeing lay leadership.  
Chad will officiate for the first time during 
today’s service, and he’ll preach next Sunday!   
We’ll pray for Chad today during the time of 
Intercession, and we eat ice-cream after the 
service in his honor 😊. Chad is married to 
Wendy, and together they have four children 
- Esther, Sarah, Sydney (Sarah and Sydney, 
both college students, are home for the 
Summer) and Laura Joy (who lives with 
Chad and Wendy).  
 
ANNOUNCING! WELCOME COOK-
OUT FOR ALL NEWCOMERS. We have 
LOTS of new people here at Grace, and 
we’d like to get to know you better. If you’ve 
come to Grace within the last year, we’d love 
to invite you to a newcomers cookout on 
Friday, Sept 2, from 6-8pm. If you are 
interested, please RSVP by filling out the 
box on the back of your bulletin and putting 
it in the offering plate, or email our ministry 
assistant, Mandi: malindagbeck@gmail.com.   
 
SUNDAY FUN-DAY!  On Sunday, August 
28th, immediately after worship, we are 
having our celebratory outdoor picnic 
(postponed because of weather in July). On 
that day, we’ll have lots of food, outdoor 
games and activities for children, etc. Bring a 
friend!  The rain date for this event (heaven 
help us!) will be the following Sunday.   
 
 

CONSECRATION OF THE ANGLICAN 
BISHOP OF PITTSBURGH.  You can still 
see the consecration of the Anglican Bishop 
of Pittsburgh – the Rev’d .Alex (pronounced 
‘Alec’) Cameron. He was consecrated 
yesterday at the Church of the Ascension in 
Pittsburgh. You can watch the event at: 
pitanglican.org/consecration.   
 
STUDENT MISSION TRIP.  Our Jr High 
and High school students return tomorrow 
morning from their mission trip to South 
Carolina. We look forward to hearing from 
them about their missional experiences! 
 
NO KIDS IN THE BALCONY.  Because 
the balcony at Holy Trinity has a lower rail, 
we think it’s safer for kids not to be up there. 

Please, parents, keep watch 😊.   
 
WHERE IS THE NURSERY?  The nursery 
is found in the lower-level of the church, and 
is meant for infants to 2-year old children. 
The nursery will always be staffed by at least 
two workers.   
 
CASA EVENTS: Weekly Disc Golf, Lunch, 
and Devotional.  Starting Monday June 
13th, every Monday (10:30 a.m.-12:30) 
students are invited to gather at Memorial 
Park to play 9 holes of disc golf. No prior 
disc golf experience not needed!  We provide 
the discs! 
 
WAYS TO GIVE AT GRACE 
-Offering plate 
-Mail: PO Box 45 Grove City PA 16127 
-Venmo:  GraceAnglicanChurch 
-PayPal:  donate@graceanglicanonline.com  
 
AUDIO-ENCOURAGEMENT.  Need a 
‘lift’ during the week? Got an iTunes or 
Spotify account? Check out these Gospel-
rich sources that unpack Scripture and 
theology.  Simply do a ‘store’ search for:  
    -White Horse Inn 
    -The MockingPulpit 
    -Gospel in Life (Tim Keller’s sermons) 
    -Thinking Fellows - 1517 
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Processional Hymn: O God our Help in Ages Past      Words: Watts, 1719    Tune: St Anne 

 
Minister.     Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
People.        And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 Minister.     Let us pray  [together, saying] 
 

The Collect for Purity, said by all 
LMIGHTY God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Summary of the Law 
EAR what our Lord Jesus Christ says.  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is 

the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it; You shall love 
your neighbor as your self.  On these two commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets.  -MATTHEW 22:37-40. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

LMIGHTY Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify, 
and govern, both our hearts and bodies, in the ways of your laws, and in 

the works of your commandments; that, through your most mighty 
protection, both here and always, we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A 

H 

A 



4 

 

      Minister. The Lord be with you. 
 Answer. And with your spirit. 
 Minister. Let us pray. 
 
 

The Collect for the 9th Sunday after Trinity 
EEP your Church, O Lord, by your perpetual mercy; and because without 
you the frailty of our nature causes us to fall, keep us from all things 

hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable for our salvation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 12:1-14 (ESV)  

     Reader.  A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.   
     

 
herefore, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 
2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 
             3 Consider him who endured from 
sinners such hostility against himself, so 
that you may not grow weary or faint-
hearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you 
have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. 5 And have you 
forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons? “My son, do not regard 
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be 
weary when reproved by him. 6 For the 
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives.” 
             7 It is for discipline that you have to 
endure. God is treating you as sons. For 

what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have particip-ated, 
then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly 
fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them. Shall we not much more be subject 
to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they 
disciplined us for a short time as it seemed 
best to them, but he disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his holiness.  11 For 
the moment all discipline seems painful 
rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it. 
            12 Therefore lift your drooping hands 
and strengthen your weak knees, 
13 and make straight paths for your feet, so 
that what is lame may not be put out of 
joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace 
with everyone, and for the holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord. 

 
 

       Reader.   The Word of the Lord.         
       People.    Thanks be to God.   
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Sequence Hymn: God Moves in a Mysterious Way        Words: Cowper, 1774   Tune: Dundee 

*Verses 1-3  are sung before the reading of the Gospel, 4 - 5 after it.   
           

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 12:49-56 (ESV) 
 Reader. The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
      Answer. Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Jesus said, “I came to cast fire on 
the earth, and would that it were 

already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be 
baptized with, and how great is my 
distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do 
you think that I have come to give peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. 52 For from now on in one 
house there will be five divided, three 
against two and two against three. 
 53 They will be divided, father against 
son and son against father, mother 
against daughter and daughter against 

mother, mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.” 
           54 He also said to the crowds,  
 “When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 
coming.’ And so it happens.   55 And  
when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ 
and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You 
know how to interpret the appearance of 
earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time? 

 
Reader.   The Gospel of the Lord.     Answer. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

 
The Sermon   The Rev’d Cn. Dr. Donald Shepson III     
 

+ 
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The Nicene Creed 
LET us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 

E believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, visible and invisible. 

WE believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incar-nate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

WE believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 
Almighty God and Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Most gracious Father, the Giver of all good and perfect gifts, in your wise 
providence you appoint leaders for the mission of your Church: Give grace to 
this your servant, CHAD, to whom service to this Congregation is now given: so 
empower him with the truth of sound doctrine, and endue him with holiness of 
life, that he may faithfully serve before you to the glory of your great Name, and 
the benefit of your holy Church.  Amen. 

W 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.     People may add petitions here.  
 

Let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.  
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Confession 
LL who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to live in love and  
charity  with  your  neighbors,  and  intend  to  lead  the  new  life, following 

the commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith 
and make your humble confession to Almighty God. 
 

               General Confession, said by all. 
LMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: 
We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have 

committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking 
most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our 
transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. Have mercy upon 
us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and 
please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
LMIGHTY  God, our heavenly  Father, who in  his great  mercy  has 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true 

faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Comfortable Words 
EAR the comfortable words from the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
-MATTHEW 11:28 

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. -JOHN 3:16 

 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. -1 TIMOTHY 1:15 
 

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world. -1 JOHN 2:1-2 

 
Minister.  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People.     And with your spirit. 
 

A 
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Offertory Sentence, Offering, and Doxology.  
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion   (the 1662 Order) 
 

 Minister. The Lord be with you. 
 Answer. And with your spirit. 
 Minister. Lift up your hearts. 
 Answer.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Minister. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Answer. It is right to give Him thanks and praise 

 

T is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 
HEREFORE we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and 
might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.     
 
 

              The Prayer of Humble Access, said by all, kneeling. 

E do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not 

worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the 
same Lord whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us.  Amen. 
 
The People continue to kneel.  The minister stands and continues.     

LL praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender 
mercy, you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for 

our redemption. He made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 
whole world; and he instituted, and in his Holy Gospel commanded us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again.  Hear us, merciful Father, and grant that we receiving these gifts 
from your creation, this bread and this wine, according to your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ’s institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; For on the night that he was 
betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is 
given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” Likewise, after supper, Jesus took 
the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, 
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all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and 
for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.”  AMEN.   
 
 
Distribution of Communion. All baptized, believing Christians of an understanding age who 
are admitted to the Sacrament within their own church are encouraged to receive it with us. Please 
come down the middle aisle to receive the bread, and then a small cup of communion wine, 
consuming the elements after receiving them.    

Intercessory prayer is available in the hall behind the chapel. This takes place during the 
distribution of Communion. If you want prayer for healing (physical or otherwise), you can also 
request anointing with oil (a biblical symbol for healing and restoration).   

 
 
 
The Litany (By Thy Mercy)                                         Words & Tune:  John Cummins, 2004 

1. Jesus, Lord of life and glory, bend from heaven thy gracious ear;  
While our waiting souls adore thee, friend of helpless sinners, hear:  
 

2. From the depth of nature's blindness, from the hardening power of sin,  
From all malice and unkindness, from the pride that lurks within,  
 
     Refrain:    By thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord  
                     By thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord, good Lord  
 

3. When temptation sorely presses, in the day of Satan's power,  
In our times of deep distresses, in each dark and trying hour   (Refrain) 
 

4. When the world around is smiling, in the time of wealth and ease,  
Earthly joys our hearts beguiling, in the day of health and peace   (Refrain) 
 

5. In the weary hours of sickness, in the times of grief and pain,  
When we feel our mortal weakness, when all human help is vain   (Refrain) 
 

6. In the solemn hour of dying, in the awful judgment day,  
May our souls, on thee relying, find thee still our Rock and Stay   (Refrain) 

 
 

 
 
Great is Thy Faithfulness                      Words/Tune: Chisholm, 1923 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 
 

   Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see;   
   All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.  Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 

2.  Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon & stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness  to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.     
 

3.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today & bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine with ten thousand beside!     
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It is Well with My Soul   Words:  Spafford, 1873  Tune: Ville Du Harve 

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 

     Refrain:   It is well, with my soul; It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 

2.  Tho’ Satan should buffet, tho’ trials should come, let this blest assurance control 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate and hath shed his own blood for my soul     
 

3.  My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!  My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul    
 
4. And Lord haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be roll’d back as a scroll;    
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, even so, it is well with my soul     
 

 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

UR Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Post-Communion Prayer, said by all 
LMIGHTY God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you 

our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out into the world 
in the power of your Spirit, to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

Closing Hymn:  How Firm a Foundation                   Words: Rippon, 1787  Tune: Protection 
 

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
2. “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” 
 
3. “When through the deep waters I call thee to go, The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.” 
 
4. “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 
 
5. “The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!” 
 
 

                 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.    Thanks be to God.   
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Why a Biblical Liturgy is Awesome 
 

Every worship service at Grace Church is ‘liturgical’ (meaning that our services are 
structured, fairly traditional, with set forms, and are filled with ‘calls and responses’).  
Why do we go through all of this?  Why do we use Liturgy in worship and not 
simply ‘wing it’?      

Until rather recently in Church history, the majority of Christians (including 
Protestants) used liturgical forms in worship. Though it may surprise some people, 
free-form worship is (mostly) an American innovation of the last forty years or so.  
While we don’t ‘knock’ the free-form expressions of worship, we think that a 
biblically grounded, theologically rich Liturgy is profoundly helpful.  Here are a few 
reasons why: 
 

1.  Liturgy Connects.  Our Liturgy (from the Book of Common Prayer) connects 
us with the historic, world-wide Church.  Christians have used this particular 
Liturgy for well over 400 years (actually, some elements of the Prayer Book go 
back to the 1st century).  And good Liturgy connects us with millions of 
Christians from all over the world, some of whom are (even at this moment) 
saying the same prayers to the same God.  Locally speaking (that is, 
congregationally speaking) liturgy helps to bond with one another in worship.  
We say, in union with our brothers and sisters in Christ, prayers, confess our sins, 
express our faith, and respond to God’s word as one body.     
 
2.  Liturgy Teaches.  Good Liturgy enriches the mind and heart with truths about 
God.  The Book of Common Prayer was written by thoughtful Christians who 
had a profound and deep understanding of the Bible and, as such, we can trust 
that these prayers say true things about God and what he’s done for us in Jesus 
Christ.  Because of their solid and rich content, our prayers and creeds have stood 
the test of time, informing the hearts, souls, and minds of millions. 
 
3.  Liturgy Focuses.  Liturgy can lift our eyes, taking the focus away from our 
selves and onto something and someOne ELSE.  Put simply, a common and set 
Liturgy can direct our thoughts Vertically -- toward the Triune God, who for our 
sakes became flesh.   

 
Some will ask, “Can’t people ‘go through the motions’ with Liturgy and not really 
mean it?”  Well, sure—though people can ‘fake it’ through almost anything in life.  
But we think that if you get past the ‘learning curve’ of Liturgy (that is, stick it out 
for a month or so in order to get used to it), you’ll begin to appreciate the Liturgy 
and find it helpful and meaningful.  Liturgy, when it brings us close to Bible-ideas 
that are good for our spiritual diet, offers a substantial and nutritious meal. And 
when the Liturgy frames the Gospel-Word preached and the Sacrament 
administered, Liturgy helps to satisfy the spiritual stomach.  Dig in! 
 

Groβe Liebe,   
 

Ethan 
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NEWCOMER COOKOUT RSVP 
 

 

 

NAME: 
 
 
 
NUMBER ATTENDING: 
 
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS:   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Are you new to Grace?   
 

If we do not have your information, please fill out this box, and place it in the offering plate 
so we can keep you in the loop!   

 
 NAME:  
 
 

 ADDRESS & PHONE: 
 
 

 EMAIL: 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 


