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THE SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS
(commonly called ‘Low Sunday’)
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A SERVICE OF 

HOLY COMMUNION

December 28, 2025
GRACE NOTES – December 28, 2025
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES & SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:
Sunday, Dec 28:  5pm service only

Sunday, Jan 4:  5pm service only 

Sunday, Jan 11: 2 Sunday services resume  

WELCOME, RYAN!  We welcome Ryan Wise to the pulpit. Ryan is the church planter in Zelienople, and has been part of our congregation for over a year (along with Marlene, his wife, and his children).  We are delighted to have Ryan as our preacher!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Jan 25. Our own Bryce Lowe will be ordained a transitional deacon at the Trophimus Center in Ambridge at 3pm.  Bryce will then serve at Redeemer/Franklin as a curate.  Please join us for Bryce’s ordination.    

THE MAGNESSES are away in Florida, as Grace Messer (daughter of Collin and Elizabeth Messer) is getting married and the Magness daughters are Jr Bridesmaids.  

VESTRY UPDATE. In our October and November meetings, the Vestry received positive financial reports from the Treasurer that we currently have a surplus of almost $35k and a fund balance of over $365k. We have discussed staffing needs and explored possibilities, and we look forward to new developments with Ethan’s return from sabbatical and development of the 2026 budget. We have discussed various ways to implement the successful Sabbatical team structure going forward to improve all ministries and functions of the church, payroll and bookkeeping in particular, and establishing a landline phone contact. You will see in the weeks to come our invitation to enter the nominating process for new vestry members, and we hope to add one per year until we have nine instead of six–better to meet the expanding needs of the church. We examined a concept proposal to present to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church about a possible way forward with purchasing the building, but the Facilities team is exploring other options as well. We are on track to implement the diocese requirements for the Church Safe Policy by the end of the year. 

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND.  Every December we invite anyone who wants to donate to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund (which is used for those in need, inside and outside of the parish, or for gifts for special occasions) to do so if they feel led.  This can be done online, or via check (with Discretionary) in the memo-line.  Thank you!  

December Partner: Christian Assist-ance Network is an organization which helps people in Grove City area who are experiencing a crisis. CAN helps to pay rent, utilities, or other basic needs.  If you would like to help with CAN on an occasional basis, consider becoming a 'Friend of CAN'.  You'll receive occasional emails describing a local need for furniture, household goods, clothing, etc. christianassistancenetwork.org/friends-of-can/  
CHRISTMAS EVE CHOIR. Interested in joining our Christmas Eve lessons and carols choir? Contact Sarah Mitchell delta7_24@yahoo.com. 
CHRISTMAS EVE BRASS. Interested in playing a brass instrument for our Christmas Eve lessons & carols service? Please contact Andrew Mitchell (mitchellaj@gcc.edu).  
INFANT CARE ROOM. The library is available as a dedicated space to care for your infants during the service. The livestream is available in this space during evening services. 
NURSERY. We offer nursery for children (infants to three-year-olds) downstairs.
THE CASA YOUTH MINISTRY is on Tuesday nights at 7pm at Holy Trinity. 

 WAYS TO GIVE AT GRACE

-Offering plate

-Mail: PO Box 45 Grove City PA 16127

-Venmo:  GraceAnglicanChurch

-PayPal: donate@graceanglicanonline.com

Processional Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High           
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Minister.
Unto us a Child is born.


Answer.
O come let us adore Him.  


Minister.
Let us pray.

The Collect for Purity, said by all

A
LMIGHTY God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

H
The Summary of the Law

EAR what our Lord Jesus Christ says.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it; You shall love your neighbor as your self.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  MATTHEW 22:37-40.
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      Minister.
The Lord be with you.


Answer.
And with your spirit.   


Minister.
Let us pray.

O 
The Collect for the 1st Sunday of Christmas
 ALMIGHTY God, who has poured upon us the new light of your Incarnate Word; Grant that the same light, being kindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


The Epistle Lesson: Galatians 3:23-4:7 (ESV)
     Reader.  A reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia.  

B
efore faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,  26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

4 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive  adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

       Reader.   The Word of the Lord.         

       People.    Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn:  Sing, O Sing, this Blessed Morn       Words: Wordsworth, 1862  Tune: Dix
1.  Sing, O sing, this blessed morn, unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is giv’n, God himself comes down from heaven.

     Refrain:  Sing, O sing, this blessed morn, Jesus Christ today is born.

2.  God of God and Light of Light, comes with mercies infinite,
joining in a wondrous plan, heaven to earth and God to man. Refrain

3.  God with us, Emmanuel, deigns for ever now to dwell;
he on Adam's fallen race, sheds the fullness of his grace. Refrain

The Gospel Lesson: John 1:1-18 (ESV)


Reader.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

      Answer.
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

+
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

                    6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light,  that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

              14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

Reader.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Answer.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon


Mr. Ryan Wise, Church Planter in Zelienope   
The Nicene Creed

LET us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

W
E believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.

WE believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.

WE believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers

L
ET us pray for the Church and for the world.  For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
For Steve our Archbishop; Alec, our bishop; for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and Congregation; for all who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority, for the President of the United States, and for all in public service. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. We lift up our own concerns and praises to you (spoken prayers may be added).  Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.  

With gratitude for those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray; Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

A
Invitation to Confession

LL who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to live in love and  charity  with  your  neighbors,  and  intend  to  lead  the  new  life, following the commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make your humble confession to Almighty God.

               General Confession, said by all.
A
LMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Absolution

A
LMIGHTY  God, our heavenly  Father, who in  his great  mercy  has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Comfortable Words

H
EAR the comfortable words from the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

-MATTHEW 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. -JOHN 3:16
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. -1 TIMOTHY 1:15
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. -1 JOHN 2:1-2

Minister.  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People.     And with your spirit.

The Doxology 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion   (the 1662 Order)


Minister.
The Lord be with you.


Answer.
And with your spirit.


Minister.
Lift up your hearts.

Answer. 
We lift them up to the Lord.


Minister.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


Answer.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise
I
T is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because  you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord,  to be born at this time for us; who, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, was made very man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; and without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin; 
T
HEREFORE we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

W
              The Prayer of Humble Access, said by all, kneeling.

E do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

The People continue to kneel.  The minister stands and continues.    

A
LL praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender mercy, you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption. He made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and he instituted, and in his Holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  Hear us, merciful Father, and grant that we receiving these gifts from your creation, this bread and this wine, according to your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  AMEN.  

Invitation to Communion. All baptized, believing Christians of an understanding age who are admitted to the Sacrament within their own church are encouraged to receive it with us. The New Testament requires some understanding of the Supper, instructing those who commune to ‘discern’ the Body as well as examine themselves before partaking. It is the historic Anglican practice for young children to be catechized before receiving the Supper (please contact a minister for catechism resources). Please come down the middle aisle to receive the bread in open hands and consume it. Drinking the wine directly from the common cup is the customary manner of receiving it, though the bread may be carefully intincted (dipped) into the wine. Small, individual cups of wine are available in the front for those who have health concerns. 
Intercessory prayer is available in the back of the nave in the church. This takes place during the distribution of Communion. You can come back for prayer for any reason whatsoever. If you want prayer for healing (physical or otherwise), you can also request anointing with oil (a biblical symbol for healing and restoration).  
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary;

and, gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,

and peace to men on earth.

3 How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive Him still,

the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in;

be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels,

the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Emmanuel!
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
2 Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains,
they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o'er its Babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.
3 And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow,
look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
and hear the angels sing!
4 For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

The Lord’s Prayer, said by all
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

O
UR Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
A

      Post-Communion Prayer, said by all
LMIGHTY God, we earnestly desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; asking you to grant that, by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we and your whole Church may obtain forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice. We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to offer you any sacrifice, yet we ask you to accept this duty and service we owe, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen.
M
                             The Christmas Blessing

AY Christ, who by his Incarnation, gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness of peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Recessional Hymn:  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing      Words: Wesley, 1739  Tune:  Mendelssohn
1.  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

    Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

2.  Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold Him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.

    Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

3.  Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home;
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent’s head.
Now display Thy saving power, ruined nature now restore;
Now in mystic union join Thine to ours, and ours to Thine.

     Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

4.  Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface!  Stamp Thine image in its place!
Second Adam from above, reinstate us in Thy love!
Let us Thee, though lost, regain. Thee, the Life, the inner man:
O, to all Thyself impart, formed in each believing heart.
   Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

5.  Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lay His glory by, born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.

     Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Minister.   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People.       Thanks be to God.


Are you new to Grace?  

 NAME: 

 ADDRESS:

 PHONE:



 EMAIL:










